Press Release
Statement on Cross-Border Humanitarian Aid Mandate

As Syrians mark a decade for their tragedy this year, the impact on the country
looks devastating. At least half a million are dead, over 100,000 remain missing after
being arbitrarily detained, and over half the population are internally or externally
displaced. 13.4 million people in Syria need humanitarian assistance - a 21% increase
compared to 2020 - with needs increasingly being exacerbated by economic decline, over
90% of Syrians now live under the poverty line. Civilians have withessed massive and
systematic violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, hospitals,
schools and civil defense centers are still being bombed, over half of Syria’s basic
infrastructure is destroyed or out of service. While the cease-fire remains fragile in
northwest Syria, the continuous hostilities, and the lack of progress on the political track.
It seems that the conflict is far from reaching to an end.

The adoption of the UN Security Council resolution 2165 (2014), and its
subsequent renewals [1] was a result of the continued persistence of conditions that
impede the delivery of humanitarian supplies to destinations within Syria, and therefore it
was decided that United Nations humanitarian agencies and their implementing partners
are authorized to use routes across conflict lines and the border crossings, to ensure that
humanitarian assistance, including medical and surgical supplies, reaches people in need
throughout Syria through the most direct routes.

The current situation in northwest Syria makes us believe that the grounds for the
adoption of the resolution are still valid. And even more necessary than before, out of 4.2
million people who are living in the northwest, 75% are currently depending on
humanitarian aid coming through cross-border. Including 1 million children, and 2.4 million
internally and forcibly displaced persons.

47,377 trucks of aid by 5 UN agencies have been delivered since April 2014 under
this resolution. Making It a vital lifeline for those in need. by maintaining direct, sustained,
and timely mannered humanitarian response. In 2020 alone, 64 partners (including 40
Syrian NGOs) were able to implement 204 projects with the Syria cross-border
humanitarian fund that reached 2.4 million people in need. While 53 partners (including
34 Syrian NGOs) responded to the Covid-19 pandemic in northwest Syria and reached
out to 648 thousand people with 151 projects.

A failure to renew the resolution would have a catastrophic impact on the
humanitarian situation, the COVID-19 vaccination campaign in the northwest will not be
continued, food baskets reaching 1.4 million people every month, as well as water and



sanitation services that will not be resumed. Such a decision will have severe
repercussions on the population, increased morbidities and a dramatic exacerbation of
humanitarian suffering would be inevitable in an area where one in three children are now
malnourished and displaying signs of stunting. There is a high need to increase access
and to scale up the current humanitarian programs, instead of shutting them down.

For all of the above, We, the undersigned Syrian NGOs, who were actively
responding to the humanitarian needs for more than a decade in Syria, wonder how can
we think of principled humanitarian assistance, while channeling aid across one of the
most politicized lines of conflict in the world. The examples of access denial for
humanitarian aid for almost 2.5 million Syrians have lived through sieges in semi-
besieged areas in the last 10 years, including Eastern Ghouta, Northern Homs, Eastern
Aleppo, Deir Ezzor. Are still unforgettable. 80% of the UN crossline shipments were
blocked by the Syrian government. medical equipment and essential medicines were
systematically removed from the aid convoys. The impact of closing al-Yaroubiah border
crossing in January 2020 is still present, with dire impacts on 1.6 million people in need
in northeast Syria as well.

We are adding our voice as Syrian NGOs to the voices of our international
partners [2] and to the call issued collectively by the head of UN agencies working in
Syria [3] to reiterate that there is no alternative for the cross-border modality to reach the
people in need in northwest Syria. We call on UN Security Council member states to
renew their commitment to the neutrality of humanitarian assistance and to renew the
cross-border humanitarian operations to northwest Syria. We also want to highlight that
the need to re-emphasize the importance of cross-border modality every year is becoming
unacceptable. Unless there is a significant improvement in the humanitarian situation and
the peace process as per the UN-related resolution [4]. the UN mandate on cross-border
humanitarian access must be maintained.

(1] 2191 (2014), 2258 (2015), 2332 (2016), 2393 (2017), 2449 (2018), 2504 (2020) and 2533 (2020) until 10 July 2021

121 Open Letter to United Nations Security Council Ambassadors regarding the upcoming vote on the Syria cross-border resolution
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/open-letter-united-nations-security-council-ambassadors-regarding

131 United Nations statement on the renewal of humanitarian lifeline to millions of people in north-west Syria
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-06-2021-united-nations-statement-on-the-renewal-of-humanitarian-lifeline-to-millions-of-people-in-
north-west-syria

141 Security Council Unanimously Adopts Resolution 2254 (2015), Endorsing Road Map for Peace Process in Syria, Setting
Timetable for Talks https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-
CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s _res 2254.pdf
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Adaleh Organization for Relief and Development

Al-Ameen For Humanitarian Support
Albashyer

Albeer Humanity France

Alehya

All Together

Alsalam Humanitarian Foundation

Alsham Association

Amal Organization for Relief and Development
Amals Healing and Advocacy Center

Ataa Humanitarian Relief Association

Big Heart

BINAA Organization for Development

Bonyan For Youth and Development

Bousla For Development & Innovation
C4SSA Citizens for Safe and Secure America
Civil Society Organizations Forum

Education Without Borders - Midad

EIPISA

Elaf For Relief and Development

Elbir Insani Yardim Dernegi

Elvefa Association for Relief and Development
Glimpse of Hope

Himma Youth Association

Horan Foundation

Ihsan Relief and Development

Imran Development Organization

Insan Charity for Relief and Development
International Humanitarian Relief - IHR

International Union of Medical Care and Relief
Organisations (Int. UOSSM)
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63.

Jana Watan

Jasmine Association
Justice for Peace
Karimat Organization
Kesh Malek Organization
La Tahzan Charity
Lamsat Ward

Lawyers and Doctors For Human Rights LDHR

Local Administration Councils Unit - LACU
Medglobal

Midmar

Molham volunteering Team

Nexus Action

North Pulse Team

Onder Organization for Cooperation and
Development

Orange Organization
Physicians Across Continents Turkey
Rahma Worldwide

Rebuilding & Development Organization -
IMAAR

Sadad Humanitarian Organization
SEMA

Sewar

Shafak

SKT Organization

Smile You Montceau

Social Development International - SDI
Space Of Peace

Syria Faith Initiative

Syria Relief

Syria Solidarity Campaign

Syrian American Medical Society - SAMS

Syrian British Council
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Syrian Forum

Syrian Human Rights Committee
Syrian Legalists Committee
Syrian Networks League - SNL
Syrian Women Association
Takaful Alsham

Tekaful Charity

The Establishment for Human Care and
Department - MASRRAT

The White Helmets

UFUK INTERNATIONAL FOR RELIEF &
DEVELOPMENT

Union of Medical Care and Relief Organisation
UOSSM France Turkey Mission

VIOLET For Relief and Development

Woman Support Association

Women Now for Development

Zadaljnaa

Zeyd Bin Sabit Civil Institution
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